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Jeff Denson Trio
Jeff Denson Trio + Lee Konitz
Ridgeway Records, CD

M
ore than 60 years ago, Lennie Tristano quietly shook up 

jazz conventions—even though he’s not widely known 

as a revolutionary. The pianist and his groups sounded 

unaffected (or, as termed in the 50s, “cool”) as they 

subtly shifted away from expected time signatures and 

opened up new harmonic possibilities. Meanwhile, they 

still frequently adhered to jazz’s standard repertoire. 

Throughout the decades, a number of musicians, espe-

cially saxophonist Anthony Braxton, have spoken of the 

crew’s influence. Bassist Jeff Denson also pays homage 

to the Tristano school on this disc, which features the 

most renowned living link to the pianist’s inner circle, alto 

saxophonist Lee Konitz. (continued) 
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Two lesser-known Tristano 
pieces comprise the album’s high-
lights: “Baby” (which, according to 
Denson, the composer never re-
corded) and “317 East 32nd Street” 
(which Tristano recorded only once). 
Both tunes never let their chang-
ing tempos get in the way of sharp 
melodic statements. And Konitz, 
now in his upper 80s, sounds mas-
terful steering through them all. On 
“317 East 32nd Street,” Konitz and 
Denson converse over Tristano’s 
signature harmonies while drummer 
Jon Arkin adds different colors via a 
deceptively light touch.

That bright dynamic is also pro-
nounced on the first take of Konitz’s 
signature composition “Subcon-
scious Lee.” Pianist Dan Zemel-

man’s offbeat chords navigate the 
rich solos and call-and-response 
from Denson and Konitz. Simi-
larly, the bassist’s deeply resonant 
opening on the saxophonist’s 
“Kary’s Trance” turns fleet on top 
of the pianist’s baroque flour-
ishes. Both Denson and Konitz are 
credited with “Duet,” which sounds 
spontaneously written for all the 
right reasons, especially with the 
pair’s fluid sense of timing.

On some tracks, Konitz puts 
down the saxophone and scat 
sings, typical for his performances 
nowadays. Besides, absorbing 
music through singing was an edu-
cational technique Tristano empha-
sized. But while Konitz refers to the 
practice as “a new musical dimen-

sion for me,” his voice tends to 
remain flat and the performances 
never come close to the heights of 
his alto solos. Denson, who also 
sings, shows better range on Irving 
Berlin’s “Blue Skies” and the stan-
dard “Body and Soul.”

Still, Denson’s palpable admi-
ration for Konitz ultimately makes 
this an effective tribute to the 
saxophonist and his lineage. His 
moving bass solo that anchors the 
concluding track, another take on 
“Subconscious Lee,” exemplifies 
such sense of reverence to a living 
master. He’s also astute enough to 
plan more collaborations between 
his working group and other ac-
complished guests in the future. 
—Aaron Cohen
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The End of Obsolescence
ULTRA-QUIET • MODULAR • AWESOME

Compared to separate components,
LIO will sound better, cost you thousands less, 

and never become obsolete.

The Rebirth of Lasting Value
LIO is a refreshing new concept in 
high performance audio: a system 
platform you can configure, upgrade 
and evolve to fulfill your changing 
audio needs. LIO’s user replaceable 
Performance Modules include a 
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Ultimate Resolution
LIO includes an all-new, 
patent-pending power supply that 
completely isolates all audio circuitry 
from the AC mains power at all 
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power filters, power cords, or 
conditioners to achieve ultra-low 
noise and the ultimate in musical 
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